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Applied Linguistics field work report

#160613

Miri Matsumaru

Theme: Linguistic Landscape

In the field work program, we went a Korean
BBQ restaurant, and I found two posters on the
left. We can see the word “® "~ 3" in the
poster, and it express the chewy textures of the
melted cheese in the dish. By using “~”, the
readers imagine the their textures easier. Then,
why will we feel so?
According to Nozomu, F. (2006), it can be

< b

understood that the readers evaluate the “—’ as
"longer sound". Also, he states that the sound which
is a long duration is tend to be expressed by using the
long-notesound, which means “—”.From the results
of his report, it can be considered that readers
imagine a sound with a long duration when

b

they see the form of “—”.

Moreover, the shape of “~” is similar the shapes of melted cheeses. When you eat cheeses,
they are stretched like that. I simply thought the shape also influences the image we
have too.

In the English, they don’t have the words like “—” even though they have the sounds
which is “er””iy”. The two of them sounds long, however they don’t give the imagine of
chewy or stretched to readers. Then, I had a curious about Korean. Korean has a similar
structure of Japanese in the terms of words-system, however they also don’t have such a
words which lead the reader’s imagine like the word “—” do in Japanese. Then, 1

researched various posters which is actually used in the Korean restaurant, and finally

found the one below.



In the poster, they are saying “X|0|—=" (54 —X) . In Korean, they

write cheese as X|= , however in this case, they are using 0| (4) and

— to express the chewy imagine. I consider that they don’t have the

words “—” normally, so it is difficult to lead the reader’s imagine when

it was just only “X|—=". Thus they use O| as one step for easier read.

»

Even they don’t have the word”—", the way of thoughts for words is very similar to

Japanese I found.
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The linguistic landscape research in a spring fieldwork in Tokyo

We visited Shin Okubo and Tokyo Camii & Turkish Culture Center in Yoyogi Uehara as
a spring field work on 22" February in 2019. The purpose is to focus on the linguistic
landscape and observe the multilingual sings in Tokyo.

I found one multilingual sign of a telegraph pole when we went out of the Tokyo
Camii (Figure 1). The sign told that you are not supposed to smoke here, and the same
message was told with six languages —English, Japanese, Indonesian, Bengali, Arabic
and Turkish—. This is a very interesting sign. According to Backhause (2006, p.55), most
signs are written in English when he counted 11,834 multilingual signs in Tokyo. The
percentage of English is 97.6%, followed by Japanese on 72.1%, Chinese on 2.7% and
Korean on 1.7%. However, both Chinese and Korean are not used by this sign of the
telegraph pole. In addition, although Japanese is used (B24 XK ITHE ERRMEEER (1), it is
hard to read the Japanese sentence because it is used the yellow background with white
letters. It seems that this message emphasizes Indonesian, Bengali, Arabic and Turkish
because it is used the yellow background with black letters. It is easy to read. It is assumed
that this language choice is depending on the place. For example, Turkish is important
language for people who visit Tokyo Camii because this place is also Turkish Culture
Center, so it is understandable why Turkish is emphasized. In addition, there are many
Arabic calligraphies in the mosque (Figure 2). The Arabic calligraphies show some names
who is associated with Islam, such as Allah and Muhammad, so Arabic is closely related
with this place. Thus, it is concluded that the language choice of multilingual sign is

associated with the place.

Reference: Backhaus, P. (2006). Multilingualism in Tokyo: A look into the linguistic landscape.
International Journal of Multilingualism, 3(1), 52-66.

(Figure 1) (Figure 2)
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