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Abstract

Purpose: Invasive lobular carcinoma (ILC) is the second most common type of invasive breast cancer,
but it is rare in Japan, and the clinicopathological features of ILC have remained unclear. We reviewed them
in a single Japanese institute.

Methods: The medical records of 551 patients with invasive breast cancer who underwent operation in
our department between 1990 and 2008 were reviewed. The clinicopathological features of 21 patients with
ILC, their disease-free survival (DFS), and overall survival (OS) were retrospectively investigated and com-
pared with those of 530 patients with invasive ductal carcinoma (IDC).

Results: ILC accounted for 3.4% of all invasive breast cancers. There were no differences between the
patients with ILC and those with IDC regarding age at diagnosis, tumor size, lymph node involvement, and
distant metastasis. ILC patients showed more frequent ER and PgR expression, and less frequent HER2 ex-
pression. DFS and OS of ILC patients were similar to those of IDC.

Conclusions: The incidence of ILC was relatively low in Japan. There are several clinicopathological
characteristics of ILC; however, the prognosis of ILC is not significantly different from that of IDC and thus

no differences in the therapeutic management are considered to be necessary.
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